
Over the course of its 150-year history, California has successfully protected its scenic wilder-

ness areas, restricted coastal oi l dri l l ing, regulated automobile emissions, preserved coastal 

access, improved energy efficiency, and, most recently, addressed global climate change. 

How has this state, more than any other, enacted so many innovative and stringent environ-

mental regulations over such a long period of t ime? The first comprehensive look at California's 

history of environmental leadership,  California Greenin'  shows why the Golden State has been 

at the forefront in setting new environmental standards, often leading the rest of the nation.  

David Vogel is Professor Emeritus, the Haas School and Business and the Department of Political Sci-

ence at the University of Californian, Berkeley. His research has focused on the comparative and inter-

national dimensions of consumer and environmental regulation, primarily in Europe and the United 

States as well as the global dimensions of corporate social responsibility.    
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