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MARINE GEOENGINEERING INCLUDING OCEAN FERTILIZATION
Draft background paper on provisional application of the 2013 LP amendment
(resolution LP.4(8)) from the Legal Intersessional Correspondence Group on Marine
Geoengineering

Submitted by the Co-Chairs of the Correspondence Group

SUMMARY

Executive summary: This document presents a draft background document on the
provisional application of the 2013 LP amendment
(resolution LP.4(8)) prepared by the Legal Intersessional
Correspondence Group on Marine Geoengineering as outlined in
document LC 45/5/1.

Action to be taken: Paragraph 4

Related documents: LC 45/5/1; LC 44/17 and LC 44/\WP.6

Introduction

1 The Legal Intersessional Correspondence Group (LICG) on Marine Geoengineering was
established by the governing bodies in 2022 under the lead of Canada and Germany” (LC 44/17,
paragraph 5.17.3). A report on progress made by the LICG during the intersessional period is
presented in document LC 45/5/1. The document contains the terms of reference (ToR) assigned
to the LICG, which includes for the Group to consider whether a mechanism for provisional
application of the 2013 LP amendment before its entry into force is needed for implementation, or
whether domestic implementation could proceed without a mechanism for provisional application.

2 Progress by the LICG to complete this task is described in paragraph 4 of LC 45/5/1,
which describes the Group's efforts to develop a background document outlining preliminary
considerations of how a mechanism for provisional application of the 2013 LP amendment
(resolution LP.4(8)) could be used and which legal requirements would have to be met to apply
the mechanism.

The coordinators, Ms. Suzanne Agius (Canada) and Dr. Harald Ginzky (Germany) can be contacted at
Suzanne.Agius@ec.gc.ca and harald.ginzky@uba.de, respectively.
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3 Since the progress report (LC 45/5/1) was submitted, the Group added an additional
section specifically addressing the latter part of the ToR, namely, whether domestic
implementation could proceed without a mechanism for provisional application. The resulting
draft background document on provisional application of the 2013 LP amendment is presented
in the annex and reflects the preliminary views of LICG members. Additional discussion is
needed to reach consensus.

Action requested of the governing bodies

4 The governing bodies are invited to note the information provided and comment or
take action, as they deem appropriate.
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